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I have been advised by American equipment
manufacturers that competition may be adversely impacted
if the current proposed position of the Commission is
not changed. These concerns are based upon a thorough
analysis of the Commission’s proposed rule-making which
has concluded that the product offerings of
American manufacturers would be disadvantaged in favor
of a foreign-owned company.

I understand that the impact this will have on
several American companies, which comprise approximately.
70 percent of the overall business in this area, will be
that they are excluded from future participation in this
arena for at least 24 months until their equipment can
be redeveloped, redesigned and manufactured. As you are
aware, such a great delay in the ability to compete will
seriously impact the financial health of these companies
and could result in a significant loss of American jobs.

It is important that the Commission consider the
impact that this regulation will have on America’s
manufacturing industry as well as the users when it
reaches its final determination. The economic
consequences of a decision which favors foreign-owned
companies could be very serious indeed.

Thank you, for your consideration of these views.

With best wishes,

CRB/dwm



